INCLUSION

Strengths-Based Evaluation Tool

IEP Input Form for Educators and Other Professionals

What are your student’s strengths? Reflect on whether your answer might include ‘teacher
pleasing’ or ‘classroom-management easing’ behaviors rather than strengths meaningful to the
student.

What are your student’s interests? Focus on interests that might create a bridge to
engagement and learning for the student.

How would you describe your student as a learner? Are they hands-on, like to listen and
observe from afar, do they like to see things happen, are they enthusiastic or prefer to wait and
see, etc. Are they consistent in this, or does it vary?

When your student is both happy and engaged, what circumstances are in place? Reflect
on your expectations and focus on the ones that are recognizably anti-ableist and equitable.
Focus on how the student’s environment might be facilitating a sensory-safe space or how you
might be offering moments of felt-safety, connection or co-regulation.

What helps to make your student feel successful? Reflect on your perceptions and focus
on the ones that are recognizably anti-ableist and equitable.

What helps your student focus and maintain focus? Reflect on your perceptions and focus
on the ones that are recognizably anti-ableist and equitable. Focus on moments during which
the student’s nervous state is primed for learning. Differentiate between authentic focus and
perceived focus.




How does your student like to communicate and be communicated to?

What in different environments might your student find distracting or bothersome? Are
there tasks your student finds distracting or bothersome? Reflect on the environmental aspects
and tasks and categorize these as either potentially ableist and inequitable or anti-ableist and
equitable in your answer. Reflect on when environmental aspects might provoke nervous states
of unsafety, disconnection and produce a barrier to co-regulation.

What situations does your student find difficult? How does your student negotiate or
deal with these situations? Categorize these situations as either potentially ableist and
inequitable or anti-ableist and equitable in your answer. Reflect on your role as providing
safety, connection or co-regulation.

What tools does your student use, or do you think they would benefit from? Some
examples of helpful tools include but are not limited to: phone, tablet, apps, Augmentative and
Alternative Communication (AAC), alarms, timers, schedules, fidgets, weighted items, and
visuals. Mention any access gaps you’'ve observed.

How do you see your student make friends and relate to others? Are you aware of
reciprocal and balanced friendships? Does the student seek connections with peers?




